HEMPSTEAD
VILLAGE

SCHOOL DISTRICT MEET-
ING. The Hempstead school
district board will hold a

special meeting

tomoTTow #t

5 o al S Peninsula Blvd.
in Hempsread Village. Earlier
this month, the district ap-

ed a count muling that

o it Failed to comply
with a state law when it fired
three principals. Follow

Aisha Al-Muslim's Teitter
‘BlkshailMuslim

AMITYVILLE

BUDGET SESSIOM. vil-
lage trustees will hold a
budget work session today

at &

15 a.m, in Village Hall,

N Ireknd Place, Go to
newsday.

wcom for Micholas

Spangler's coverage.

OYSTER BAY

TOWN BOARD MEETING.
The board holds its regular
meeting tamarrow, 100m. at

Town

all, 54 Audrey Ave.

Follow Ted Phillips' cower-
ape at

KINGS PARK

SCHOOL BEUDGET
VOTE. The board of edu-
catbon meets lomorrow al
730 pom. for a special
meeting and bu.dEct adop-

tion at Kings Par

High

School, 200 Bre, 254,
Follow Lauren Harrison's

coverage at newsday.com.

NOW ONLINE

Catch up with these

stories today at
newsday.com/ towns

j | fed like cout-
| door barbecues
are a very Long
Islard summer thing to
do
Emarium_rana

EY Bill BLEYER
Bl heyarimnewsday.com

An environmental restora-
vom project @t Scudder’s Pond
in Sea CIff ks designed to ame
what had becn the biggest
source of bacterial pollution
runoff into Hempstead Harbor,

The %o million project
began in Movember and is

uled for completion by
June, The goal, lhrﬂuﬂ'l dredg-
ing and other work, 18 10 pre-
vent silt from filling the 3-acre
pond. The buildup prevents the
pond from serving as a natural
filter for runofl into the harbor.

“When we formed the protec-
tion committes in 1995, the first
thing we did was do a study
about what we needed to do 1o
improve the water guality in
the harbor,” said Eric Swenson,
the committee’s executive di-
rector. “And that soudy sald the
worst watershed was Scudder's

I Scudder's gets a $2.6M restoration

Pand.~

The project is being man-
aged for the Village of Sea CIiff
by the Hempstead Harbor Pro-
tection Committes, a coalithon
of local villages, the toams of
Oyster Bay ond North Hemp-
stead, the City of Glen Cove
and Massan County.

The pond was last dredged
around 1980, Since then, it had
mostly filled in with sediment
washing down from neighbor-
ing hills onto roadways, into
storm drains and into the pond.

"Sor it was no longer serving
as @ natural bio-filter so any
stormmwater that came In prey
much went right out into the
harbor,” Swenson said.

The biggest component of the
project. which s belng funded
by state and Massau County
grants, was dredging 8,500 cubic
yards of silt from the waterway
o bring it back to s historic
maximum depth of three feet.

d

Area of detail
-_—_ _ |

' Scudder's
%"a) Pond

§ | Glemvood
‘= | Landing

EWSOAY

Sea CHfF |1
e
T~ e

e

“We couldn’t have afforded
this on our own,” said Sea Cliff
Mayor Bruce Kennedy.

Crews completed the dredg-
ing two weeks a%u.

Last week, a concrele
boe with Alvers nside — called a

hydrodynamic separator — was

barried at the head of the stream
that fieeds inte the pond o catch
slt. A village wacuum truck will
periodically suck out the silt,

The work included reconfigur-
Ing the course of the stream with
smoather curves to limit erosion
of the banks that would exacer-
bate zilt flowing into the pond.

Additionally, a concrete
weir, or dam, has replaced a de-
teriorating wire cage flled
with rocks at a small pond up-
streaim of the main pond 1o also
control runoff.

Before the work began, the
pond was surrounded by inva-
sive phragmites planis  that
walled it off from view. Those
have all been remaoved and will
be replaced with native vegeta-
tion that should  discourage
nonnative Canada geese from
nesting and polluting the pond
with their feces.

When the project is complet-
ed. Swenson said. the runoff
pollution may not be total
eliminated  but “hopefully [ﬁ
will e much better”

Beyond  cleaning  up  the
pond, Fennedy and Swenson
have talked about stocking it
with hatchery fish to encour-
age the return of fishing to the
pond, which is now used most-
Iy for ice skating in the winter,

They said they also hope the
project will improve the water
quality cnough that shellfishing
off adjacent Tappan Beach,
banned for 45 years, will even-
tually be allowed apain by the
state.
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