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Update offered
on third track

The Village of New Hyde
Park will hold an informa-
tional meeting about the
Long Island Rail Road’s plans
for a third track at 7:30 p.m.
today at New Hyde Park
Road School.

Mayor Lawrence Mon-
treuil said the session is a
joint meeting with the Village
of Floral Park, and officials
from both villages will attend.

Montreuil said the village
has been working to answer
residents’ concerns about the
project, which would add a
third track between Floral
Park and Hicksville.

Tonight’s meeting will
bring residents up to speed
on those efforts, Montreuil
said.

The mayors in each vil-
lage, as well as Garden City,
helped pay for an outside
consultant to review LIRR’s
environmental impact state-
ment. The villages believe
the MTA hasn’t fully ad-
dressed how the third track
construction would affect
residents who live close to
the existing track. MTA offi-
cials have said they have
taken community input into
consideration.

— KHRISTOPHER J. BROOKS
More on Page A22
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North Hempstead residents
can look forward to the next
wet day, when the rain will re-
veal a bevy of secret messages
spread across the town, with
this painted slogan: “Only Rain
in the Drain.”

The rain-activated sidewalk
art is part of the town’s cam-
paign to raise awareness about
storm-water pollution and its
impact on local waterways.

Town Supervisor Judi Bos-
worth said at a recent news con-
ference that the art would help
residents make the connection
between storm drains and wa-
terways, and remind them that
storm water is not treated be-
fore it enters local waters.

“Most people don’t think
much about them [storm
drains]. But we are going to
change that,” Bosworth said.
“Polluted storm water can af-
fect our sources of drinking
water, which in turn, can affect
our health. Storm water travels
to our bays and harbors, where
it can harm water quality and
wildlife, and even make it un-
safe to swim.”

Residents will come across
the art, which is painted with an
invisible coating that shows up
when wet, at various locations
across town, including the dock
in Port Washington and Clark
Botanic Garden in Albertson.

The town has more than
605,000 linear feet of storm-wa-
ter drainage systems, which are
connected to Manhasset and
Little Neck bays, Hempstead
Harbor and 49 recharge basins.
Major culprits of pollution in-
clude litter, dog waste, fertil-
izer, motor oil and pesticides.

“One of the most important
problems our bays and harbors
have is bacteria. . . . It prevents
us from shellfishing and causes
beach closures,” said Erin Reil-
ley, the town’s chief sustainabil-
ity officer, in a recent news re-
lease.

The art campaign is part of the
town’s greater initiative to act as
stewards of the environment,
Bosworth said. In addition to
public education, the town is
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Rain-activated sidewalk art aims to heighten awareness of storm-water pollution
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working on tracking water pollu-
tion using an electronic map of
drainage systems throughout
North Hempstead. The project,
funded by a $316,250 grant from
the state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, includes
the town, 20 villages and the city
of Glen Cove.

The maps would help pin-
point areas of potential water
pollution, such as failing septic
systems, said town spokes-
woman Carole Trottere. A
$283,716 contract was awarded
in February 2016 to Mineola-
based Bowne Management Sys-
tems. The company has since
completed mapping the town’s
storm-water system and is now
mapping 19 villages within the

Town Supervisor Judi Bosworth and council members reveal the new sidewalk art in front of Town Hall.

town, Trottere said.

The town’s latest campaign
will help reinforce the message
that water pollution doesn’t
magically disappear, said Eric
Swenson, executive director of
the Hempstead Harbor Protec-
tion Committee.

“We have seen tremendous
progress over those years in
restoring the health of Hemp-
stead Harbor, but there is still a
lot more that needs to be
done,” Swenson added.

Bosworth said the health of
local waterways is everybody’s
responsibility. “We are all
guardians of the water, and it’s
our responsibility to make sure
nothing but rain goes down our
storm drains,” Bosworth said.

http://paper.newsday.com/htmli5/reader/production/print_pages.aspx?edid=3fdedaae-a381-444a-a3a0-4b9a243508a3&pages=21,

Rain, runoff

and residents

®m 605,000 linear feet of
storm-water drainage in the
Town of North Hempstead

= Storm water enters
Manhasset and Little Neck
bays, Hempstead Harbor and
49 recharge basins

u Storm-water pollution can
include runoff from roads and
lawns, such as pesticides,
sediments, litter and
automotive fluids

= Residents can call 311 to
request rain art at local storm
drains or report storm-water
pollution
|

NEWSDAY / ALEJANDRA VILLA

A21

wod>Aepsmau

£10Z ‘TZINNM AVASINHL “AVASM3IN

Page 1 of 1



